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avowedly Indian are certainly no less important, but they
do not form a distinct and assessable group. It is neces-
sary, therefore, to remember that throughout all superficial
communal changes, there remained an underlying and
formidable company of * Muslims ' as of others whose support
of the Congress had nothing to do one way or another with
their religion.
We have already, in various connections, touched upon
the high-lights of Congress-Muslim history until the Khila-
fat collapse in 1924; and have pointed out how at that time
the nationalist ardour of most Muslims who had any left,
including the former Khilafatists, was absorbed into the
Congress.
Some of the middle-class Muslim leaders there came
to be designated later as the Nationalist Muslims, even as
the Nationalist Muslim Party. They were the most repre-
sentative Muslim leaders in the country, commanding a
good deal more support in the Muslim community than any
other group. But the country was not yet sufficiently
communalist in politics for them to be accurately called a
* party * within the Congress during the later 'twenties.
Moreover, politics was at a low ebb generally: the frus-
tration following the failure of the anti-British struggle per-
sisted still ; communalism of the tumultuous, rioting, sort
was wide-spread ; some leaders were still not sure but that
the Legislative Councils offered some possibility of progress ;
and so on.
The communalist attitude was meanwhile growing among
the middle classes, and increasingly entering petty politics.
In 1928 the * Nehru Report * provided an occasion for it to
flare up, on the constitutional issue; whereupon the pre-
vious Muslim divergence between the nationalists and the
communalists became a conflict. But this was suspended
in 1930, for then arose a really major political contest and
the Civil Disobedience movement. It is clear that however
much even middle-class Muslims might bicker and chide the
Congress during periods of inactivity, yet, before the Second
Wbrld War, when the Congress led a struggle for national